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had expressed the view that "the understandings of the
greater part of men, are necessarily formed by their ordi-
nary employments". The father of bourgeois political
economy anticipated the Marxian doctrine that men's
ideas are determined by the tools with which they earn
their livelihood.

The Marxist attitude towards ethical questions was
also of the tradition of bourgeois Utilitarianism. Ben-
tham had declared that sentimental and ascetic morality
was of aristocratic origin, and therefore not valid in a
different social and cultural atmosphere. The philo-
sophical Radicals approached moral problems from the
individualist point of view. They disputed the morality
of asking the individual to sacrifice for the interests of
society. Deprecating the virtues of obedience and humi-
lity, they held that general prosperity and well-being
were promoted only by the defence of individual rights
and interests, Moral order resulted necessarily from an
equilibrium of interests. Running counter to his own
Humanist conviction, Marx, however, rejected the libe-
rating doctrine of individualism as a bourgeois abstrac-
tion.

Hegelian influence induced Marx to reject the in-
dividualist approach to moral problems While the
ethical relativism of the Utilitarians was rational,
Marxian relativism, notwithstanding its appearance, is
dogmatic, being a projection in the future of the Hege-
lian moral positivism. In order to establish the dictum
that might is right, Hegel rationalised immorality. His
positivist ethical doctrine, that there is no moral stan-